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ATROUIOUS OOLD- BLOOD MASS
IN 1838, I

CRE

‘We are told in’ the early records of
the twenties that Mr. Henry Dangar
while on his surveying expedition ot
the Patrick Plains district was chased
for his life by wild blackfollows over
the very spot where he took up kiz
residence at Neotsfield, and whers'’
most of his children were born. Mr.
Dangar often spoke of the event, ard
did not blame the blacks, as the mis-

duct of r ¥y icts and
others gave rise to their ag-
gressions. Through fear and eome-
times through recklessness  the
aborigines were shot down like wild
animals, and, at length the blacks
finding themselves in danger and their
hunti d fed by intrud-

ars, d tned to retaliate or attempt
to expel them, hemce they speared
grsons at sight unawares, In 1836 Mr,

enry Dangar took up the Myall
Oreek station, and while he weas ab-
sent from the homestead in 1838 ome
of the most atrocions and eold-blooded
massacres (scarcely cquslied by any .
event of a similar character) of un-
offending aboriginals took piace. The

i were Engliskmen, whose
panguinary disposition do not de.
‘serve that appellation, .- Portusa.
tely for the vindicatjon of humanity,
the unparalleled barbarities were dis-

wered aad their perpetrators brought




to justice. The names of the monsters
in human shape were Charles Kin-
naister, William Hawkins, James

Perry, Edward Foley, James Ootu,}“‘“"

John Rassell, and John Johnson, as-!

signed stockmen or shepherds to the

settlers. In Juue, 1838, thess ruf-

fians, determined to extirpate the

!mhappy ‘“ﬁth,h set out on horseback .
1y of e' Talnl LJes

i p P H

Near Kinnaister's huy at = the
big river (Myall Creek) near
Liverpool Plains, they discoversd
a little tribe of 28 natives, men,
women and children, including babes
:at their mothers’ breasts. It was
,Bunday, 10tk of Jume, when they
!trapped the natives, who were un-
| guspicious of danger and unconscious
l of offence. The blacks were tied with
a rope attached to mounted horses,
which dragged the terrified group
through the bush. Groans and tears
burst  from the wretched ~beings
whose worst fears were excited, but.
iin vain did the aged and youthiul
-appeal for compassion. Their doom
| waa cast, and they were dragged to a
secluded spot in the bush, where
the hapless wretches, one after
another were bratally buatchered.
Fathers, mothers, and children
fll before the sharpened swords of
the self-appointed executioners till all
lay a lifeless maes, in death clinging
te each other in the throes of natural
affection. Only one black was shot
by a firearm, and upwards of 30 lay
atretched on the emsanguined esrth.
The demons then placed the bodies in
a heap, and kindled an jmmense fire
over themto destroyall evidence of their
unheard-of brutality. Fragments of
the unconsumed bones remained, and
even these were collected and
hidden from human eyes. Bat
the vengeauce of Providence was not
to be thwarted, and al!ho?gh the
miscreants’ horrible deed washidden for
a time, circumstances led to %m! de-
bantt h 3, X

] prey hovered sbout the spot, and

] their gatherings attracted sirazige
{ stockmen, who ultimately turned
ribs, iamu, lutl! gum:. skulls Said:
other portions of human )
This led to inquiry aud eventually i
the discovery of the horrible

|| ber they wére again

1t chanced, too, that' on 'the night
mvmu fo the murders a heavy rain
fallen, and traces were discovered
of horses’ fact as well as the naked
fost of the wretched blacks on the path
to the ‘field of death. On 15th No-
vember the prisoners wers tried before
Chief Justice Dowling, charged with
the murder of Daddy, one of the
gigantie blacks whose remains were
found among the asbes. Every pos-
sible mesns were adopted to secure
the acquittal of the malefactors by an
association of . Upper Hunter settlers,
which had been formed with the|
 ostensible object of. preserving their
properties from the incursions of the
abogigines, The blackswere speciously
charged with killing and spearing the
cattle, and strong prejudice was excited
against the blacks to such & degree
that the jury found the prisoners not
guilty. - Other indictments were €led
against the prisoners, and in. Decem-
igned, found
, and sentenced fo death. Re.
newed efforts ‘were made in their
favour, and Governor Gipps deter-
mined the law should take its course.
On 15th December, 1838, the pri
underwent the execution of their sen-
m;eur Abtomei‘h(}enenl Plunk:tt
an . Roger Therry appeared for
?o promn&io;r %mﬁ’Bg{km, Mr,
‘oster, An v W [ od
for the defence. The ?::; msd
the sensational aspect of the recently-
heard Dean poison ease.
THE HANNELLS OF NEWOASTLE.
" Newcastle and the. Huater River
.districts have been fortunate in draw-
/ing to them men ‘ef vast emergy,
ssnterprise, and perseverance, It has
-been to such 'men; that these districts
owe their remarkable prosperity, and
their steady, though rapid sdvance-
ment, industrially as well. as commer-

-eially. _“Foremost -among those wko
ridentified themselves’ mi'f the intor‘ovsh
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